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ABSTRACT 
 
The greatest challenge facing the educational system in Ghana today is how to prepare and equip 
students with adequate knowledge, attitudes and skills needed to participate in the changing society 
which keeps on becoming more complex. The study takes a look at some of the factors that 
contribute to poverty in the Kintampo District of Brong Ahafo Region and its adverse effects on the 
provision of children’s education at the Senior High School level with particular reference to two 
selected SHS in the Kintampo District of Brong Ahafo Region. The study portrayed that parents’ 
occupation contributes immensely to the provision of their children’s high education. However, the 
data on the parents’ occupation indicated that 65.45% representing 36 respondents out of the 55 
parent respondents were farmers, with only a few of them engaging in other professions like teaching, 
business, fishing and others 
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INTRODUCTION 
The greatest challenge facing the educational system 
in Ghana today is how to prepare and equip students 
with adequate knowledge, attitudes and skills needed 
to participate in the changing society which keeps on 
becoming more complex. One of such challenges is 
the effect of poverty on education. Poverty, (Cain, 
1986)is a condition that is said to exist when people 
lack the means to satisfy their basic needs such as 
food, clothing and shelter, health services and 
education. 
In recent times, poverty has been on the increase in 
many communities in the world. For example, 
population in developing countries is considered to 
be either absolute or relative. More than eighty 
percent (80%) are estimated to live in the rural 
areas(Group, 2012). In this regard, the fight against  
 
 
poverty and its attendant effects on the rural folks has 
been a major concern to almost all developing 
countries including Ghana. Poverty accounts for the 
inability of the communities to provide clean 
drinking water and sanitation in their societies. It also 
results in insufficient supply of nutritional foods and 
meals per day to their children. Moreover,(Chambers, 
2014), also observed that the conditions the absolute 
poor live in are sometimes limited by malnutrition, 
illiteracy, diseases, high infant mortality rate, squalid 
surroundings and low life expectancy as beneath any 
reasonable definition of human decency. In Ghana, 
the conditions prevailing in most of the communities 
in the Kintampo District of Brong Ahafo Region are 
not different from what have been discussed above. 
Due to poverty most parents in most of the deprived 
communities in the District cannot afford to have 
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their babies vaccinated against the six killer diseases 
namely, tuberculosis, measles, whooping cough, 
polio malatis, tetanus and diphtheria. They cannot 
also send them to higher institutions like the Senior 
High School (SHS) to widen their scope of learning 
which consequently affects their academic pursuance 
all because of the effects of poverty. 
In fact, it can be said that, in Ghana poor families 
always have the problem of how to get enough 
money to provide the basic necessities of life like 
food, shelter and clothing. In such families, fathers 
are normally unemployed or partially employed 
earning about GHC100 per month which will not be 
enough for food alone for the family considering the 
present Ghanaian economy. Mothers in such families 
are normally found doing petty trading which does 
not earn enough profit to help cater for the needs of 
their families. This therefore seems to have negative 
effect on the education of the child and worse of all 
their academic performance and achievement at the 
Senior High School level. In fact, it is sad to state 
that students who no fault of theirs find themselves in 
unfortunate situations of belonging to poor families 
always encounter a lot of problems like those 
discussed above. Such students, as said earlier on, as 
they are expected to pave their way through to the 
highest academic ladder, often cannot do so, because 
they have been trapped by the situation of poverty. 
The children’s poor academic achievement is 
buttressed by the fact that due to poverty parents 
cannot send their children to good schools. They 
cannot also afford the price of textbooks, the 
payment of school fees and the provision of other 
necessary materials, which compel children to stay 
away from school. At times, children themselves 
forgo schooling for some weeks in order to do some 
petty trading to earn money for school fees or buy a 
needed item for school. Sometimes, the children are 
always going back home tired that they are unable to 
do their homework let alone reading through their 
notes. In such homes, there is lack of facilities that 
can enhance children’s academic growth like study-
room, reading texts, writing table and chair, good 
lighting system, children’s room and others. In fact, 
lack of these facilities affects student’s academic 
performance and their ability to pursue institutions of 
higher learning in the District and elsewhere. 
The researcher therefore sees the need to mount a 
research into this area in order to come out with fresh 
ideas, recommendations and strategies of rectifying 
the problem in the Kintampo District. It is hoped that 
the findings and recommendations will be helpful to 
the residents in the area as alternative means of 
generating income to take care of their children’s 
health, their food and also sponsor their Senior High 
School education. It is hoped that the findings and 
recommendations will again go a long way to help 
the government of Ghana and Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGOs) to come out with appropriate 
means of helping to reduce poverty if not completely 
eradicating it from the District. 
Poverty in its broad terms is subject to many 
interpretations. It is no doubt difficult to define 
singularly in terms of land holding or per capita 
monthly or annual income. In view of this, the 
researcher considers the following meanings of 
poverty appropriate for the study purpose. Poverty as 
characterized by malnutrition, illiteracy, disease, 
squalid surroundings, high infant mortality rate and 
low life expectancy as beneath any reasonable 
definition of human decency (Chambers, 2014). It 
could be inferred from the definition of Chambers 
that poverty is the result of one’s inability to 
adequately provide good nutritional meals, good 
education, maintain good health and to ensure clean 
surroundings among others 
(Laderchi, Saith, & Stewart, 2003) likewise shared in 
the definition of Chambers by maintaining that 
poverty is a condition characterized by absence or 
deprivation of essential needs at a basic level such as 
nutrition, housing, health services, safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities and education. The 
implication of the above definition is that poverty is a 
major setback in living a meaningful life in terms of 
being able to provide the essential needs of life such 
as nutrition, housing or shelter, health services, safe 
drinking water or portable water, sanitation facilities 
and education. (Rein, 1970), defines poverty in terms 
of the concept of subsistence which he terms as the 
minimum provisions needed by people to maintain 
health and working capacity as well as the minimum 
necessities of life. It could be deduced from the 
definition that poverty is a situation where people are 
only able to sustain a barest minimum of life through 
the maintenance of health and also continue to work 
as well as their ability to provide the basic needs of 
life. Another implication of Rein’s definition of 
poverty is that when people are said to be poor then 
they will not be able to meet other important needs of 
life other than what are describe above. 
(Seini, 1985), defines poverty as a dearth of key 
resources in terms of development objectives. 
Therefore poverty is the lack of basic human 
necessities; a condition arising largely from either 
total absence of security or under development of 
requisite attitude towards the utilization of the 
resources. One can deduce from Seini’s definition of 
poverty that one’s ability to make good use of certain 
resources to meet some basic human needs of life 
because there is either the absence of security or 
Volume 8 | Issue 1 | January-December-2017 [(8)1: 321-339] | http://onlinejournal.org.uk/index.php/BJIR/index  
there is under development of the required attitude. 
(Addae-Korankye, 2014) sees poverty as the 
economic condition in which people lack sufficient 
income to obtain certain minimum levels of health 
services, food, housing, clothing and education 
generally recognized as necessary to ensure as 
adequate standard of living. It could be inferred from 
the definition that if people lack employment or job 
opportunities then they would find it very difficult to 
have enough money to meet the basic needs of life, 
which also ensure adequate standard of living. 
Another implication of the definition of poverty is 
that one’s occupational status and its corresponding 
income level determine greatly one’s ability to meet 
the basic necessities of life and vice versa. 
(Addae-Korankye, 2014) classifies poverty under 
two general concepts namely; Relative poverty and 
Absolute poverty. Relative poverty is that 
experienced by those whose income falls 
considerably below the average for their particular 
society while Absolute poverty is that experienced by 
those who do not have enough food to remain 
healthy. The implication of the classification of 
poverty as Relative and Absolute is that in Ghana the 
standard of living among people is not the same. 
While some people may be poor (especially those in 
the rural areas) to the extent that they cannot even 
meet the basic needs of life, still there may be others 
who could meet such basic needs depending on their 
financial status. Considering the view point 
expressed so far, for the purpose of this study, the 
term “Poverty” is collective, which involves a 
relative permanent insufficient means to secure basic 
needs such as food, clothing, shelter and children’s 
SHS education. The study takes a look at some of the 
factors that contribute to poverty in the Kintampo 
District of Brong Ahafo Region and its adverse 
effects on the provision of children’s education at the 
Senior High School level with particular reference to 
two selected SHS in the Kintampo District of Brong 
Ahafo Region. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
The study focused on the effects of poverty on the 
provision of children’s education at the High School 
level in the Kintampo District of Brong Ahafo 
Region in Ghana. The researcher used the description 
sample survey to collect his information. The design 
was chosen because it offered the researcher the 
opportunity to collate the views and concerns of 
parents and students about the effects of poverty on 
the provision of children’s education at the High 
School level and what could be done to help the 
enrolment of children at the High School level in the 
District. 
Population 
The population upon which the study is meant to be 
generalized on covered the whole of Kintampo 
District in Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana. The 
researcher limited himself to the two High Schools in 
the area namely, Kintampo High School and Jema 
High School. Besides, three communities namely, 
Busuama, Yara and Baneantwe were also selected as 
the focus of the study. The respondents consisted of 
categories of people namely, students and parents 
who have their wards in the two High Schools. 
Before the communities were chosen, a preliminary 
study on the topic was carried out and the results 
revealed that conditions prevailing in all the towns in 
the District were similar. As a result, there was the 
greater likelihood that effects of poverty on the 
provision of children’s education at the High School 
level will be almost the same throughout the District. 
 
Sample and Sampling Procedure 
Out of the target population of the study which 
consisted of the whole of the Kintampo District, the 
researcher chose a sample of parents and students for 
the study out of which the results was generalized. 
Fifty-five (55) parents and seventy (70) students at 
the High School level were therefore chosen as the 
sampling units of the research. Each sampling unit 
was selected randomly due to the fact that the single 
random sampling method was used. The sample 
population formed one hundred and twenty-five 
(125). In all, 120 of the 125 people who were 
selected randomly filled and returned their 
questionnaires. This yielded a response rate of 
ninety-six percent (96.0%). The selection of 
respondents from the category of students took into 
consideration the total number of persons in each 
group. Out of the total population of seventy (70) 
students selected in the two Senior High Schools, 
thirty (30) were Senior High School form one 
students (SHS 1), while fifteen (15) of them were 
SHS 2 students. The remaining twenty-five (25) 
students were in SHS 3. The selection of the fifty-
five (55) parents was also done randomly. The 
selection of the fifty-five (55) parents was done on 
the assumption that each of the parents had a ward in 
the Senior High School level.  
 
DATA ANALYSIS 
On completion of data collection, the aggregate 
response data were statistically computed using SPSS 
and Epi-Info statistical soft wares. The results were 
analyzed and interpreted. Tables and figures were 
utilized to report the research data and results of 
statistical figures, including the research 
questions.The obtained data were analyzed through 
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statistical package for social sciences (SPSS) version 
22. They were first captured into spreadsheet format 
with the aid of Epi-Info, a data capturing and analysis 
software SPSS was the main analysis software 
because of its high flexibility in data management 
and manipulations. Also, collected data were mainly 
cross-sectional which is easily and accurately 
handled with SPSS. In order to totally eliminate 
errors in data entry, all data were entered through the 
Epi-Info software interface. The Epi-Info provides an 
interface just like capturing of data as they appear on 
the respondent questionnaires in a faster and accurate 
manner. The results were also subjected to cross 
tabulations  to bring out details of the results in 
relation to the independent variable (effects of 
poverty) of the study which were mainly the personal 
and job profiles of the respondents. The open-ended 
questions of the questionnaire and the interview 
guide were subjected to in-depth detailed content and 
thematic analyses and conclusions drawn. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
The data collected have been presented and analyzed 
based on some specifics such as: levels of education 
of parents and students, sex, age limits, religious 
denominations, occupational status, marital status, 
levels of income, period at which parents earned 
income and many more that correspond with the 
items in the questionnaire scheduled. Such specifics 
are believed to affect either directly or indirectly 
children’s education in the District. All tables are 
shown as appendix to this study. 
Table 1, shows that of the total number of parents’ 
respondents, 30 were males and this represented 
54.55% while 25 were made up of females, thus 
representing 45.45%. This shows that a 
disproportionate majority of the parents were 
men.The figures on Table 2 indicates that out of the 
total number of 55 respondents, 4 of them 
representing 7.27% fell within the age group of 30-
40 years while 24 of them fell within the age range of 
41-50 years. This number represents 43.64%. 
Similarly, 16, 8 and 3 respondents fell within the age 
groups of 51-60 years, 61-70 years and 70 years or 
more. These figures represent 29.09%, 14.55% and 
5.45% respectively. Table 2 therefore depicts that 
many of the parents belong to the adult group. 
The figure on Table 3 indicates that 15 of the 55 
respondents attained at least formal primary 
education. This figure represents 27.27%. Five (5) of 
them attained at least secondary (high) education, 
which represents 9.09%. No respondent however 
attained a degree or diploma and yet 35 of the 
respondents representing 63.64% attained no formal 
education at all. This clearly shows that majority of 
the parents in the Kintampo District are illiterates. 
The available figures on Table 4 depict that 30 
respondents which represents 54.55% were 
Christians while 6 of them were Moslems, thus, 
representing 10.91%. Fifteen (15) and 20 of the 
respondents were made up of traditionalists and other 
groups respectively. These figures represent 27.27% 
and 7.27% respectively. Table 4 then portrays that 
the majority of the respondents were made up of 
Christians while Moslems and those who belong to 
the other groups were made up of the minority.Table 
5 demonstrates the marital status of parent 
respondents. The data on Table 5 shows that of the 
55 respondents, 34 of them were married and that 
represent 61.82%, while 12 of them were divorced 
and that also represent 21.82%. Five point four-five 
percent (5.45%) representing 3 were those who were 
widowed and 6 of them, representing 10.91% were 
single parents. The Table therefore shows that 
majority of the parent respondents were married. 
 
Table 6 presents the number of children of parents 
who are attending school. According to Table 6, 12 
parents had between 1-2 children who are attending 
school. This number represents 21.82%. Again, 15 
and 17 respondents out of the 55 respondents had 
between 3-4 and 5-6 children who are attending 
school and these numbers represent 27.27% and 
30.91% respectively. Yet, 11 respondents had 
between 7-8 children in school and this figure 
represents 20.0%. No respondent however had 
children around 9-10 who were attending school. The 
table therefore shows that majority of the parents had 
their children attending school. Table 7 illustrates 
that out of the 55 parent respondents, 10 of them had 
between 1-2 children of school going age and that 
represents 18.18%, while 8 of the respondents 
representing 14.55% had between 3-4 children of 
school going age. Again, 24, 4, 6 and 3 of the 
respondents had their children of school going age 
falling between the ranges of 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 and 11 or 
more. These figures represent 43.64%, 7.27%, 10.91% 
and 5.45% respectively.  
Table 7, therefore depicts that majority of the parent 
respondents had their children around 5-6 of school 
going age.Table 8 shows the educational level 
attained by parents’ children. Out of the 55 
respondents, 5 of the respondents’ children were at 
the Primary School and this number represents 
9.09%, while 30 of the respondents’ children were at 
the Junior High School (JHS). This number 
represents 54.55%. Again, 20 of the respondents’ 
children were at the Senior High School (SHS) and 
this represents 36.36% of the total. Table 8 then 
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portrays that majority of the parents had their 
children at the JHS level.Table 9 shows the number 
of respondents’ children of school going age who are 
working. Out of the 55 respondents interviewed, 
54.55% representing 30 respondents had between 1-2 
children of school going age who are working, while 
36.36% representing 20 respondents had between 3-4 
children of school going age who are working. Again, 
7.27% and 1.82% representing 4 and 1 respondent 
had between 5-6 and 7-8 children respectively of 
school going age who are working. However, no 
respondent actually had their children who fell within 
the ranges of 9-10 and 11 or more of school going 
age who are working. Table 9, therefore reveals that 
unemployment among the educated youth is very 
rampant in the Kintampo District. 
Table 10 depicts that out of the 55 respondents, 36 of 
them were farmers and that represents 65.45%, while 
8 of them engaged in teaching and this figure 
represents 14.55%. Also, 5 and 4 of the respondents 
were engaged in other occupations like business and 
fishing and these figures represent 9.09% and 7.27% 
respectively. Yet, 2 respondents representing 3.64% 
were made up of other occupations. Table 10, 
therefore clearly shows that the major occupation in 
the study area was farming. 
Table 11 shows that out of the 55 respondents, 9.09% 
representing 5 respondents earned income every 
week, 36.36% representing 20 respondents earned 
income on monthly basis. No respondent however 
earned income annually. Finally, 54.55% 
representing 30 respondents earned income during 
seasons. The researcher got to know that all the 
respondents who indicated farming as their 
occupation were those who indicated seasonally. It 
can be deduced from the analysis that the 
respondents who were farmers received income at 
the end of their season of planting only. 
Table 12 indicates that 5 out of the 55 respondents’ 
children ate meals once a day and this figure 
represents 9.09%, while 35 of the respondents 
indicated that their children ate meals twice a day 
which also represents 63.64%.  Fifteen (15) out of 
the 55 respondents representing 27.27% could not 
afford to provide their children with the required 
three square meals per day. When the researcher 
wanted to find out whether there were special reasons 
why the respondents indicated one or two meals per 
day, the respondents said there were no special 
reasons but that they could not simply afford three 
meal square per day for their children for lack of 
money for food. 
Table 13 reveals that out of the 55 parents only 8 
representing 14.55% were able to provide their 
children with meat daily while 11 of them 
representing 20.0% were able to supply their children 
with meat on weekly basis. Majority of the 
respondents, that is, 36 of them representing 65.45% 
indicated that their children took meat during 
occasions such as when the respondent’s trap caught 
animal or during other festivals or simply when there 
is a means. No respondent’s child however took meat 
either monthly or annually. It can be deduced from 
the table above that, the majority of the respondents 
were not able to provide their children with diets 
which contain meat and hence protein. 
Table 14 demonstrates that of the 55 parents 
interviewed, only 10 of them representing 18.18% 
indicated that they were able to meet their children’s 
educational needs on time, hence being able to 
sponsor their Secondary (High) education. On the 
other hand, 45 of them representing 81.82% 
indicated that they were not in better position to meet 
the educational needs of their children on time, hence 
their inability to sponsor their secondary (High) 
education.  
When the researcher pressed further to find out why 
this problem, the respondents answered that the type 
of occupation of the area has made the situation so. 
That is to say, the income from their occupation 
(farming) was insufficient to cater for their children 
Secondary (High) education.Table 15 reveals some 
of the reasons for which students are sometimes 
being sent home from school. Out of the 55 
respondents interviewed, it was revealed that 30 
respondents’ children were sent home from school 
for non-payment of school fees and this represents 
54.55%, while 6 and 4 respondents indicated that 
their children were sent home for lack of uniform and 
their inability to pay some of the maintenance fee 
like furniture and others respectively. These 
represented 10.91% and 7.27% respectively. Five (5) 
respondents indicated that their children were 
sometimes sent home for lack of books and this 
figure represents 9.09%, while 8 and 2 of the 
respondents indicated that their children were sent 
home for non-performance at school and for other 
reasons. These figures represent 14.55% and 3.63% 
respectively. Table 15 then portrays that the majority 
of the parents in the district have problem sponsoring 
their children’s education, hence the topic “The 
effects of poverty on the provision of children’s 
education at the Secondary (High) School level.” 
 
Analysis of Data for Senior Secondary (High) 
School Students 
 
Table A, shows the sex of members of students 
selected. Out of the 70 respondents, 36 of them 
representing 51.43% were males while 34 of them 
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representing 48.57% were females. This shows that a 
disproportionate majority of the students were 
males.The figures on Table B indicates that out of the 
70 respondents, 5 of them fell within the age group 
of 10-13 years and that represents 7.14% while 10 
respondents fell within the age group of 14-17 years 
and that also represents 14.29%. Thirty (30) of the 
respondents representing 42.86% fell within the age 
group of  18-21years and above 21 years had 25 
respondents representing 35.71%. Table B therefore 
depicts that majority of the respondents belonged to 
the age distribution of 18-21 years. 
From Table C, 40 of the respondents indicated that 
they were Christians and that represents 57.14% 
while 15 of them said that they were Moslems (Islam) 
and that represents 21.43%. Also, 10 and 5 of the 
respondents indicated that they were traditionalists 
and other religious groups respectively. These figures 
represent 14.29% and 7.14% respectively. Table C 
then depicts that the predominant religion in the 
study area was Christianity.The figures on Table D 
indicate class distribution of students at the Senior 
Secondary (High) School level. Out of the 70 
respondents, 30 of them belonged to SHS 1 and that 
represents 42.86% while 15 of them belonged to SHS 
2 and that also represents 21.43%. The remaining 25 
representing 35.71% belonged to SHS 3. This means 
that the majority of the students selected for 
interview were the SHS 1 students. The researcher 
tried to find out whether the size of one’s family 
could affect the provision of the children’s education 
at the SHS level. The students were asked to state the 
number of siblings in their respective families. The 
results have been presented according to the small 
size, medium size and large size in order to facilitate 
the analysis.From Table E, 18 students representing 
25.71% were from small size families, which ranges 
between 1 and 2 while 24 students representing 34.29% 
were from medium size families which is between 3 
and 4 siblings. Twenty-eight (28) of them 
representing 40% were from large size families and 
that ranges from 5 or more sibling size. The majority 
of the students were from the large size families. 
They formed about 40% of the total number. The 
available statistics indicate that the children from 
large size families do not stand a greater advantage 
of attaining second cycle institutions and beyond. On 
the other hand, children from small size families 
stand a greater advantage of attaining second cycle 
institution if all things being equal.Table F presents 
the number of respondents who stay with or without 
their both parents during their schooling. According 
to Table F, 5 students representing 7.14% stayed with 
only their fathers while 12 of them representing 
17.14% stayed with only their mothers. Also, 35 of 
the respondents representing 50% were staying with 
both parents whereas 8 of them representing 11.43% 
were staying with their guardians. Finally, 6 and 4 
respondents representing 8.57% and 5.72% of the 
total number indicated that they were in the boarding 
house and that the rest of them staying with other 
relatives respectively. The study then revealed that 
majority of the students in the second cycle 
institutions stayed with both parents.From the 
analysis given in table G, it is clear that of the total 
number of the 70 respondents, 30 of them had 
siblings in Primary School and that represents 42.86% 
while 15 of them representing 21.43% had their 
siblings in the Junior High School (JHS). Twenty (20) 
of the respondents representing 28.57% had their 
siblings in Senior High School (SHS), while 7.14% 
representing 5 respondents had their siblings 
pursuing other formal education. It can be deduced 
from Table G that majority of the students did not 
have their siblings in the SHS and other tertiary 
institutions because of the high rate of poverty in the 
area and perhaps due to other factors.Table H 
illustrates that out of the 70 respondents, 40 of them 
representing 57.14% had their siblings engaged in 
farming while 17 of them also representing 24.29% 
had their siblings engaged in teaching. Also, 6 of the 
respondents representing 8.57% had their siblings 
pursuing other businesses while 4 of them 
representing 5.71% had their siblings engaged in 
fishing. The remaining 3 of the respondents had their 
siblings engaged in other jobs and this represents 
4.29%.According to  
Table I, 50 respondents representing 71.43% had 
their parents engaged in farming while 6 of them out 
of the total number had their parents engaged in 
teaching and that represents 8.57%. Also, 4 and 8 
respondents out of the total number had their parents 
engaged in fishing and other businesses which 
represents 5.71% and 11.43% respectively. Two (2) 
respondents had their parents engaged in other jobs 
and this also represents 2.86%. Table I then shows 
that majority of the student had their parents engaged 
in farming. Farming therefore seems to be the major 
occupation in the district.Table J indicates that out of 
the 70 respondents, 20 of them indicated that their 
parents were rich and as such could provide their 
Secondary (High) education. This number represents 
28.57%. However, 50 of them representing 71.43% 
of the total number stated that their parents were poor 
and for that matter could not provide their Secondary 
(High) education.Table K demonstrates that out of 
the 70 respondents, 5 of them representing 7.14% 
had meals once a day while 55 of them representing 
78.57% had meals twice a day. Also, 10 of the 
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respondents indicated that they had meals thrice a 
day and this figure represented 14.29%.  
Table K, therefore portrays that majority of the 
students could not be fed with the needed three 
square daily meal perhaps due to poverty.It has been 
revealed on Table L that, out of the 70 respondents, 
only 5 of them indicated that they took meat daily 
and this figure represents 7.14%. Twenty (20) of 
them representing 28.57% indicated that they took 
meat on weekly basis while majority of the 
respondents, that is, 45 of them indicated that they 
took meat occasionally like festivals when their 
parents have the means. No respondents however 
took meat either monthly or annually.Table M 
demonstrates why some students were sometimes 
sent home from school. It is observed from the table 
that out of the 70 respondents, 42 of them 
representing 60% were being sent home from school 
because of their parents inability to pay their fees 
while 14 of them representing 20% were being sent 
home from school as a result of their parents inability 
to supply them with certain important materials like 
textbooks, furniture and many more. Again, 8 of the 
respondents representing 11.43% indicated that they 
were being sent home from school because their 
parents could not provide them with uniforms while 
6 of them were sent home because of their parents’ 
inability to provide them with other basic needs. This 
number represents 8.57%.  The researcher gathered 
from the reasons given by parents why their children 
were sometimes sent home from school and the 
similar reasons given by the students themselves that 
poverty is a major hindrance to children’s access to 
SHS education in the District.According to Table N, 
of the 70 respondents, 24 representing 34.29% 
affirmed that their parents readily give them their 
basic needs for school. Forty-six (46) of them 
representing 65.71% however stated that their 
parents could not readily given them the basic needs 
for school. When the researcher asked the students 
how they feel like when they did not get such basic 
needs, majority of them lamented that they do not 
feel encourage to study in school. Hence, sometimes, 
some of them are forced to drop out of school.The 
figures on Table O depicts that out of the 70 
respondents, 15 of them representing 21.43% 
commuted at least over a distance to school while 25 
of them representing 35.71% walked between 1-2 
kilometers to school. Thirty (30) of them 
representing 42.86% also traveled over a distance of 
2 kilometers or more to school. Table O then portrays 
that majority of the students walk quite a long 
distance to school and this can affect their 
performance in school because before they reach 
school most of them might be tired. This may make 
them fall asleep while classes is going on and hence 
they may not be able to understand the lesson for the 
day and this can consequently affect their 
performances in school.According to Table P, out of 
the 70 respondents, 30 of them representing 42.86% 
walked to school, while 28 of them representing 40% 
used bicycle to school. Seven (7) respondents 
representing 10% board bus to school whereas 5 
respondents representing 7.14% used other means of 
transport to school. Table P then portrays that the 
major means of transport to school is by foot. When 
the researcher asked the students why this was so, 
they answered that their parents cannot afford to pay 
their transport fees to school always due to poverty. 
 
 
CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The study portrayed that parents’ occupation 
contributes immensely to the provision of their 
children’s High education. However, the data on the 
parents’ occupation indicated that 65.45% 
representing 36 respondents out of the 55 parent 
respondents were farmers, with only a few of them 
engaging in other professions like teaching, business, 
fishing and others. It was discovered from the studies 
that the income earned from the farming was 
woefully inadequate to sponsor children’s education 
at the High School level. The study however 
indicated that parents who belonged to other working 
class could sponsor their children’s High School 
education. The result of the questionnaire based on 
some of the major problems that parents had in their 
occupation portrayed that poor rainfall pattern and 
lack of irrigation were some of the major challenges 
facing parents who indicated farming as their 
occupation. These factors have also contributed to 
the poor and low crop yield as well as low income of 
the farmers in the District consequently their inability 
to sponsor their children’s High School education. 
The study showed that most children are denied 
higher education as a result of large sibling size. 
However, children who belong to small sibling size 
stand a greater advantage of attending second cycle 
institutions. The available data on the sibling size of 
the student respondents indicated that 40% of the 
students belonged to the large sibling size. Parents 
are therefore faced with the problem of providing 
their children’s High education as the large sibling 
size also makes a heavy demand on parents in terms 
of providing the basic necessities of life such as food, 
clothing and shelter. Hence, parents continue to be 
poorer and poorer.(Whitehurst & Lonigan, 1998), 
dealing with the physical and biological aspects of 
development states that poor health and poor 
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nutrition can cause a person to suffer an overall lack 
of energy, with a tendency to become discouraged 
easily and to be unable to cope with stressful 
situations. These conditions can affect an 
individual’s adaptability to daily life situation as well 
as the level of his performance in the classroom. The 
data collected on the daily meal and meat intake of 
the children indicated that majority of them were not 
provided with the required three square meal daily. 
Many of them also took meat occasionally, for 
example, during occasions like festivals, or when the 
student parent’s trap caught game. The study 
portrayed that lack of such balance diet as a result of 
poverty, affected the children’s health, and disturbed 
them emotionally and psychologically. It could be 
deduced from the above statement that learning 
habits could be improved with good health and this 
can lead to higher academic achievements. 
The study revealed that most of the parents could not 
provide their children with such educational needs as 
the payments of fees, supply of textbooks, provision 
of uniforms and others due to poverty. What then 
becomes of such children is that most of them easily 
drop out of school at the lower level of their 
education and are therefore not able to continue to 
the higher level as most of them would have wished. 
These and many other factors have indeed 
contributed to parents’ inability to provide their 
children High School education. 
From the revelations of the study, subsequent 
analysis and findings, the following conclusions were 
drawn from the study: The studies disclosed that the 
main occupation of the residents in the district is 
farming. The analysis of the data collected on the 
questionnaire for parents showed that 65.45% out of 
the 55 respondents were farmers. The farmers were 
faced with some major problems such as difficulty of 
obtaining credits from the Rural Banks in the area 
and over reliance on rainfall which is unfavorable 
and the fact that there was complete absence of 
irrigation in the area which could have served the 
purpose of rainfall sometimes. These problems have 
greatly contributed to the poor and low crop yield of 
the farmers in the District. Therefore, they earn lower 
incomes from the farming activities after harvests. 
An analysis of the data collected on the period at 
which respondents earned income showed that 54.55% 
of farmers out of the 55 respondents earned income 
seasonally which is woefully inadequate to provide 
their children High School education. Thus, farming 
occupation in the District was unpredictable and was 
responsible for the poverty in the area, which 
contributes greatly to parents’ inability to provide 
their children Senior High School education. 
Again, the study revealed that due to poverty in the 
District, most parents could not provide their children 
with the required three square meals balanced diet. 
These situations have caused the malnutrition and 
malnourishment of many children in the District. 
Finally, it was also revealed from the study that due 
to poverty in the District, most parents could not 
fulfill their obligations of sending their children to 
Senior High School. They were unable to pay their 
wards fees, purchase the needed learning materials 
such as textbooks, school uniforms and others. This 
precarious condition of the parents in the District has 
caused the dropout of many children from their 
Senior High education. Evidence from the findings 
indicates how poverty adversely affects the provision 
of children Senior High School education in the 
District.  
In order to alleviate some of these situations to 
promote good academic pursuance at the higher 
levels, the following recommendations have been 
made: As alternative to the poor rainfall pattern 
which poses a major challenge to farmers in the 
District, the government in collaboration with non-
governmental organizations and the Kintampo 
District Assembly should provide the District with 
many irrigational facilities which may serve the 
purpose of the unpredictable rainfalls in the District. 
In addition to providing irrigational facilities in the 
District, the District Assembly should also appeal to 
the Rural Banks in the District to grant farmers with 
credits or loans with low interest rates when they 
apply for them. This can help the farmers in the 
District to raise some income to help sponsor their 
children Senior High School education. 
It is again recommended that the Ministry of 
Health, the government, the Kintampo District 
Assembly and the Unit Committees should make a 
concerted effort to establish many clinics and health 
posts in the District and equip them with drugs and 
medical personnel. This will help to facilitate the 
speedy treatment and cure of the children’s illnesses 
to make it possible for them to enjoy their Senior 
High School education. Lastly, since many of the 
parents in the rural areas of the study were illiterates, 
just improving the income level is not enough. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the counseling of 
students at the Senior High School level by specially 
trained teachers should be extended to parents during 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meetings. This 
would help enlighten them on the need to motivate 
their children to learn and also as a way of reminding 
them of their responsibilities towards the higher 
academic achievements of their children. To achieve 
these, parents in the District should be encouraged to 
become members of the PTA in the SHS level. The 
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parents should be thoroughly educated and persuaded 
to attend the Association’s periodic meetings and 
contribute their quota towards enhancing the 
activities of the association. They should be appealed 
to, through the PTA meetings to contribute into its 
common fund out of which special awards like books, 
scholarships and others could be given to students 
with outstanding performances. The association can 
also use the common fund to subsidize the amount 
paid by some parents with financial difficulty in the 
District to ease their financial burden so that they can 
also look after their children at the Senior High 
School level. When the results achieved from the 
study are reviewed and the recommendations 
fulfilled by the Ghana Education Service, Ministry of 
Health, government and non-governmental 
organizations, the Kintampo District Assembly, the 
Unit Committees in the District, as well as the 
residents of the District, then the effects of poverty 
that had for a long time deprived the children in the 
District from having access to Senior High School 
would be minimized if not completely eradicated. 
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List of Appendix 
 
 
GENDER FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Male 30 54.55 
Female 25 45.45 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents 
 
 
AGE GROUP FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
30-40 4 7.27 
41-50 24 43.64 
51-60 16 29.09 
61-70 8 14.55 
70+ 3 5.45 
TOTAL 55 100 
 
Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents 
 
 
LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Primary 15 27.27 
Secondary 
(High) 
5 9.09 
Tertiary - - 
None 35 63.64 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 3: Educational Levels of Respondents 
 
RELIGION FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Christianity 30 54.55 
Islam 6 10.91 
Tradition 15 27.27 
Others 4 7.27 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 4: Religion of Respondents 
 
 
MARITAL 
STATUS 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Married 34 61.82 
Divorced 12 21.82 
Widowed 3 5.45 
Single 6 10.91 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 5: Marital status of Respondents 
 
NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 
1-2 12 21.82 
3-4 15 27.27 
5-6 17 30.91 
7-8 11 20.0 
9-10 - - 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 6: Number of Respondents’ children attending school 
 
NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN 
WORKING 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
1-2 30 54.55 
3-4 20 36.36 
5-6 4 7.27 
7-8 1 1.82 
9-10 - - 
11+ - - 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 9: Number of Respondents’ children of 
school going age who are working 
 
 
LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Primary 5 9.09 
Junior High 
School (JHS) 
30 54.55 
Senior High 
School (SHS) 
20 36.36 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 8: Educational level of Respondents’ children 
 
 
NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
1-2 10 18.18 
3-4 8 14.55 
5-6 24 43.64 
7-8 4 7.27 
9-10 6 10.91 
11+ 3 5.45 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 7: Number of Respondents’ children of 
school going age 
 
TYPE OF 
OCCUPATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Farming 36 65.45 
Teaching 8 14.55 
Business 5 9.09 
Fishing 4 7.27 
Others 2 3.64 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 10: Occupational status of Respondents 
 
 
PERIOD FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Weekly 5 9.09 
Monthly 20 36.36 
Annually - - 
Seasonally 30 54.55 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 11: The period at which parents earned income 
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Table 12: Parents responses on their children’s daily meal intake 
 
PERIOD FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Daily 8 14.55 
Weekly 11 20.0 
Monthly - - 
Annually - - 
Occasionally 36 65.45 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 13: The period at which Respondents’ children took meat 
 
ITEM TYPE OF 
RESPONSE 
PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Are you able to 
meet the 
educational needs 
of your children on 
time? 
Yes (10) 18.18 
No (45) 81.82 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 14: Parents Responses on whether they are able to meet the 
educational needs of their children 
 
SOME REASONS FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Non-payment of fees 30 54.55 
Lack of uniform 6 10.91 
Inability to pay 
maintenance fee 
4 7.27 
Lack of books 5 9.09 
Non-performance 8 14.55 
Others 2 3.63 
TOTAL 55 100 
Table 15: Some Reasons for children being sent 
home from school 
 
GENDER FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
Male 36 51.43 
Female 34 48.57 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table A: Gender distribution of Respondents 
 
AGE 
DISTRIBUTION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
10-13 5 7.14 
14-17 10 14.29 
18-21 30 42.86 
21+ 25 35.71 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table B: Age distribution of Respondents 
 
RELIGIONS FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Christianity 40 57.14 
Islam 15 21.43 
Tradition 10 14.29 
Others 5 7.14 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table C: Religions of Respondents 
 
CLASS/FORM FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
SHS One (1) 30 42.86 
SHS Two (2) 15 21.43 
SHS Three (3) 25 35.71 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table D: Class distribution of Students 
 
SIBLING 
SIZE 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Small size 
(1-2) 
18 25.71 
Medium size 
(3-4) 
24 34.29 
Large size 
(5+) 
28 40.0 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table E: Sibling size 
 
HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Father Only 5 7.14 
Mother Only 12 17.14 
Both Parents 35 50.0 
Guardian 8 11.43 
Boarding 6 8.57 
Others 4 5.72 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table F: Household structure of Respondents 
 
 
LEVEL OF 
EDUCATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Primary 30 42.86 
JHS 15 21.43 
SHS 20 28.57 
Others 5 7.14 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table G: School distribution of Respondents’ siblings 
 
TYPE OF 
OCCUPATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Farming 50 71.43 
Teaching 6 8.57 
Fishing 4 5.71 
Business 8 11.43 
Others 2 2.86 
TOTAL 70 100 
NUMBER OF 
MEALS 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES 
(%) 
One 5 9.09 
Two 35 63.64 
Three 15 27.27 
TOTAL 55 100 
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Table I: Occupational level of Respondents’ parents 
 
TYPES OF 
OCCUPATION 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Farming 40 57.14 
Teaching 17 24.29 
Business 6 8.57 
Fishing 4 5.71 
Others 3 4.29 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table H: Occupational status of Respondents’ siblings 
 
NUMBER OF 
MEALS 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Once 5 7.14 
Twice 55 78.57 
Thrice 10 14.29 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table K: Meals distribution of Respondents 
 
TIME FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Daily 5 7.14 
Weekly 20 28.57 
Monthly - - 
Annually - - 
Occasionally 45 64.29 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table L: Meat distribution of Respondents 
 
REASON FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Inability to pay 
fees 
42 60.0 
Inability to 
supply materials 
14 20.0 
Inability to 
provide uniforms 
8 11.43 
Others 6 8.57 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table M: Reasons for Respondents being sent home from school 
 
ITEM TYPE OF 
RESPONSE 
PERCENTAGES (%) 
Do you think your 
parents are rich? 
Yes (20) 28.57 
No (50) 71.43 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table J: Students Responses on the financial status of their parents 
 
ITEM TYPE OF 
RESPONSE 
PERCENTAGES (%) 
Do your parents 
readily give you 
the basic needs for 
school? 
Yes (24) 34.29 
No (46) 65.71 
TOTAL 70 100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table N: Students Responses on their basic needs at school 
 
DISTANCE IN 
KILOMETERS 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
0-1 km 15 21.43 
1-2 km 25 35.71 
2 km - more 30 42.86 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table O: Distance from home to school 
 
TYPE OF 
TRANSPORT 
FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES (%) 
Foot 30 42.86 
Bicycle 28 40.0 
Bus 7 10.0 
Others 5 7.14 
TOTAL 70 100 
Table P: Transport distribution of Respondents 
 
